
 UU MATTERS
The Mt. Vernon Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

An Emerging UUA Congregation

September 2007
Vol. 2 No. 8

 Welcome Fall with Happiness, Forgiveness, and Love

 S
eptember is upon us

once again, and it

seems everyone is

caught up in the change of

seasons.  The coming of fall is

typically viewed as a time of

change and renewal, of new

beginnings. 

The Mt. Vernon Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship is

certainly no exception as we

prepare for many new adventures

together. September is the month

we begin our annual school back

pack drive, and our services will

cover the topics of happiness,

forgiveness, and love, and a fall

equinox service and labyrinth

walk on September 23 .  rd

The Religious Education

Committee plans on reviving its

activities this month, and the

GLBT Concerns Task Force is

planning on moving ahead with

its tasks and goals.  The

Programming Committee is

continuing is effort of Winterfaith

planning, and the Building and

Grounds Committee is gearing up

for fall yard work.  If you would

like to assist any of these

committees with their

responsibilities and obligations,

your help would be much

appreciated!

Other fall beginnings are just

around the corner for our

fellowship as well, including the

upcoming arrival of a new baby in

our midst. Let us keep the Taylor

family in our thoughts this month

as they wait for their new baby to

be born!

Autumn is a second

spring, when every

leaf is a flower.

 ~ Alb ert Camus
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Upcoming Services

All Services begin at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Please Join Us!

„ September 2:  Shannon Green will lead this service, utilizing poetry

works by Dr. Maya Angelou and will read a sermon entitled,

Standing on the Side of Love. This sermon was written by Rev. Marlin

Lavanhar, Senior Minister at All Souls Unitarian Church of Tulsa and

originally delivered on February 5, 2006.

„ September 9: Glenda Eubanks will lead a service on the subject of

forgiveness.

„ September 16: Adam Stone will lead this Open Reading Service. 

Open reading services are held on the third Sunday of each month.

Please bring a short reading, poem, thought, music, or artwork to

share with the congregation.

„ September 23: Angela Cazpiewski and Nina Peacock will lead this

service in honor and recognition of Fall Equinox.  After the service,

Nina has invited the congregation to take a walk through her

Labyrinth at her home. There will  be no social  hour after thi s service
at the fellowship, but coffee and refreshments will be served at

Nina’s home.

„ September 30: Glenda Eubanks will lead this service on the subject of

Happiness.

"Not Ev erything You Cr eate Will Be A Mas terpiece, But Yo u Get Ou t

The re and Tr y, and Sometimes It Really Happe ns. The  Oth er Ti mes

You'r e Just Str etching Your Sou l"  ~ Dr.  Maya Angelou
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Ot her Upcomin g Event s...

Meditation Group

T
he meditation group

meets at the

fellowship every other

Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. A

variety of meditation techniques

are utilized at the meetings, and

there is usually time for

socializing after the meditation.

Newcomers are welcome to come

and try it out! September meetings

are on the 13  and 27 . Contactth th

Nina Peacock for more details.

Chalice Group

T
he Chalice Group, a

form of small group

ministry, meets on the

second Wednesday of the month

at 6:30 p.m. The Chalice Group

discusses many aspects of

personal spiritual life. 

It is a small group, but there

is always a seat open for a new

visitor!  The next meeting will be

September 12 . Contact Angelath

Cazpiewski or Glenda Eubanks

for more information.

Open Minds

T
he Open Minds

Discussion Group

meets on the third

Wednesday of each month at 6:30

p.m. for discussions on social

justice, political, and moral issues. 

The topic for the September

meeting of the Open Minds

Discussion  Group will be The
Patriot Act and Government Spying
on Wednesday, September 19,

2007, at 6:30 p.m. Newcomers are

welcome and encouraged to

attend! Contact Vito Mastrangelo

for more information about this

group.

Winterfaith Update

T
he Programming

Committee, with help

from fellowship

members, is making great strides

in planning for Winterfaith

Celebration, to be held during

December 2007 and January 2008. 

So far, we have booked two

speakers for Sunday Services,

Rabbi Joshua Taub and Swami

Chetanananda.  Look for more

updates at the fellowship soon! 

mailto:bsasso@juno.com
mailto:moonstander@charter.net
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Board of Trustees Meetings 

T
he MVUUF Board of

Trustees meets on the

1  Wednesday of eachst

month at 6:30 p.m.  The next

scheduled Board meetings are set

for Wednesday, September 5  andth

Wednesday, October 3 , both atrd

6:30 p.m.  Important fellowship

business is conducted at each

meeting, and anyone interested in

the fellowship’s business matters

is welcomed, and encouraged, to

attend.  Transparency is the key to

responsible governance, whether

in a fellowship or a democracy! 

Minutes from the monthly

meetings are placed in a binder in

the fellowship library for anyone

to read.

“When a friend is in trouble, don't

annoy him by asking if there is any

thing you can do. T hink up

something appropriate and do it.”

    ~Edga r Watson Howe

Third Annual Back Pack

Collection for Primary Center

Begins in September

T
he Mt. Vernon UU

Fellowship is

collecting backpacks

for the Mt. Vernon Primary Center

again.  Many students at the grade

school do not have backpacks to

transport their learning materials,

books, and homework between

home and school. Having a good

backpack is essential for a

student’s school success.

In past years our collected

backpacks were given to students

in need right away.  We will be

collecting  backpacks in the

sanctuary during September and

October. If you know of a sale on

backpacks, let others in the

fellowship know about it! Cash

donations for the purchase of

backpacks can also be given to

Shannon Green, who is

coordinating the collection.  Thank

you for thinking of the young

students of Mt. Vernon! (Note:
backpacks should be new, in good
condit ion, and NOT be of the wheeled
variety. Small sized packs are fine.)
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UU Volunteer Mat ters...
The Mt. Vernon Unitarian  Universalist
Fell owship has declared as a part  of it s
mission to w ork for compassionate
justic e. For many of our members, this
means volunteeri ng their  ti me at t he
fell owship, and wi thi n the communi ty.
Here are a few opport uni ti es that  are
available to any one who wants to h elp
out!

Welcoming and Hospitality

Committee Introduces Sign

Up List for Sunday Tasks

T
he WAH Committee

would like to inform

you of two sign up

forms in the kitchen downstairs. 

One form concerns the purchase

of items that are normally donated

to the fellowship by members,

such as water, half &  half, and

coffee.

The second form can be

used to volunteer for any of 3

Sunday duties at the fellowship. 

1) Greeting visitors and regulars at
the door before services. Greeting

requires arriving at the fellowship

by 9:30.  2) Coffee Making for Social
Hour.  This requires you to be at

the church by 9:40.                         

3) Closing Kitchen. This requires

doing the dishes, cleaning up the

kitchen, and making sure that the

kitchen is left free from safety

hazards. 

 If you are new to any of

these tasks, the WAH Committee

will help you learn what to do!

Using these forms, we can prepare

ourselves for an ever increasing

attendance, while giving 

everyone the opportunity to help

in these ways by beginning to use

them now.  Thanks for signing up!

Keep Mt. Vernon/Jefferson

County Beautiful Recycling

Center

T
he Keep Mt.

Vernon/Jefferson

County Beautiful

Recycling Center is now open on

Wednesdays (1 to 6 p.m.) in

addition to Saturdays (8 a.m. to 

noon). Vito volunteers on the third

Saturday of each month, and the 

center could use more volunteer

help then and/or on other

Saturday mornings.
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Thank You!

I
t is always difficult to

write the Thank You

section of our newsletter.

Everyone at the Mt. Vernon UU

Fellowship seems to help in some

way.  A more committed group of

people would be hard to find

anywhere.  If anyone has someone

that they want to thank in

particular for fellowship work,

send an email to:

information@mtvernonuuf.org

with their name and what they are

being thanked for.  

In September, let’s give a thank

you to the following people:

( Glenda & Angela for

cleaning the church in

August.

( Angela, Diane, and Luke for

helping the Programming

Committee with Winterfaith

activities.

( Everyone who has donated

funds to bring speakers to

Winterfaith.

M ember M at t ers...

Charles Jay is still at The Good

Samaritan Hospital in Mt. Vernon

recovering from his hip injury. It

is wonderful how many friends

from our fellowship have been to

see him and support him through

this.  Let’s continue to keep him in

our thoughts, and we look

forward to seeing him back at the

fellowship soon!

Shawn and Kelly Taylor are

expecting their second baby in

September.  Send positive

thoughts their way for a healthy

baby. We can’t wait to meet her!

On September 1, 2007, Kingston
Fugue, the new novel Adam Stone

will be published by Global

Dialogue Press.  More information

about Kingston Fugue, and about

Adam’s first novel, Xamon Song, is

available at www.xamonsong.com 

Congratulations, Adam!

mailto:information@mtvernonuuf.org
http://www.xamonsong.com.
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Treasury Matters

F
inancial contributions

can be made in the

offering basket located

on the round table at the back of

our sanctuary. If you would like to

mail contributions instead of

putting them in the offering

basket, you may mail them to:

MVUUF

1600 Isabella Ave

Mt. Vernon IL 62864

Please make checks payable to

MVUUF.

If you would like your offering to

be used for a specific purpose,

please clearly mark that purpose

on the memo line on your check or

on the envelope in which you

place your offering.

Fellowship Contact

Information

I
f you are looking for more

information about the Mt.

Vernon Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship or would

like to be added to our mailing

list, you can do so in the following

ways:

< By Mail:  The Mt. Vernon

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

1600 Isabella

Mt. Vernon, IL 62864

< By Phone: (618) 241-9644. Please

leave a voice mail message.

< By visiting our website:

www.mtvernonuuf.org

< by emailing our fellowship:

information@mtvernonuuf.org

< (MVUUF Board of Trustee

Members can be reached using

the fellowship voice mail or

email)

“All we are saying,

 is give peace a chance.”

 ~ John L ennon

http://www.mtvernonuuf.org
mailto:information@mtvernonuuf.org
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UU KI DS MATT ER

Ear lier  in our  newslet t er  t he f ollowing quot e was pr int ed:

“W hen a friend is in trouble, don't annoy him by asking if there is

any thing you can do. Think up something appropriate and do it.”

    ~Edg ar Watson H owe

What do  you thi nk tha t means? What co uld you do for a friend? 

Draw a pictu re or writ e it do wn!
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